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GEO-COLLEGE EXERCISE REPORT CARRIED OUT 
FROM AUGUST 8 TO AUGUST 10, 2023 

Kyushu University 
Stewart N Galonde 

This was a very interactive exercise targeting Junior 

elementary students in Shikoku. The average age of the 

target students was 10. I was part of the support team under 

Sensei Kiyokawas laboratory from Kyushu University as 

a Teaching Assistant (TA). Other TAs came from Kochi 

Core Centre and other nearby Universities from the Geo-

College event venue.  

I arrived for the Geo-college event on Saturday 5th 

August, together with my fellow labmate Koki Maegawa. 

Other TAs used other routes due to different schedules. As 

the venue of the Geo-college exercise was a former Youth 

Training centre, from Sunday, 6th August, it was all 

cleaning, inside and outside. The major tasks prior to the 

actual event was therefore making the venue, both inside 

and outside more habitable and welcoming. The major 

outdoor preparatory work was clearing bushes and grass 

as well as outcrop sites for easy sight. 

The actual Geo-college exercise involved indoor 

laboratory and lecture series, practical work as well as 

field excursion. It was a very exciting event and very 

educative to the young students, learning from expert 

Professors and Doctors in Earth Science and Geology. The 

Geo-college exercise was not only helpful to the 

elementary students but also to TA students like me as I 

got exposed to real experts explaining otherwise complex 

concepts using easy to understand methodologies. 

The Geo-college exercise was learning through fun, as 

much as possible. The beneficiaries not only being the 

target Junior elementary kids but all that came to attend 

including the TAs like me. It was quite Interactive and 

above all an international exposure of some sort as we got 

to speak a lot of English with some of the more expressive 

kids. One of the TAs was also from Singapore and this 

created and English-speaking block, munch to the 

impression of the young kids. 

We were also accommodated in the same block as the 

kids and it was fun to interact with the kids throughout 

much of the nights, out of excitement of course. The first 

day, the 8th of August, 2023, I only managed 3 hours of 

sleep as the kids were very excited and inquisitive for a 

greater part of the night, and out of excitement, they woke 

up very early too (5am). 

The last day, the 10th of August was more fun to witness 

the kids make presentations on their learning experiences 

in front of their parents and teachers. It was very 

impressive to witness the confidence and courage 

demonstrated by the kids and very rewarding to the TAs 

like me for guiding them through the tasks. Japanese 

elementary kids are very enthusiastic about learning and 

knowledge acquisition through interaction. I liked it very 

much. 

In summary, I was very excited to be part of this 

memorable experience called Geo-college. I was very 

excited to participate and would like to do it again, if the 

opportunity presents again. 

<I like KAKIGOURI ice!> 

(Geologist) 
Zomba, Geological survey of Malawi, Africa 
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